Speaker: Officer Shawn Engleman
Topic: School Liaison Officer
 
SUMMARY
 
Officer Engleman began his presentation by showing us a clip from the movie Men in Black.
The scene: Zed is administering skill tests to “the Best of the Best of the Best,” and in a
simulated street fight, all candidates shot the aliens while Will Smith shot “Tiffany.” Even
though she looked normal and non-threatening, there were signs that she was not as innocent as she appeared. This exercise was about thinking outside the box. Part of his job as a School Liaison Officer is to think outside the box when dealing with student issues.
 
The SLO program began in 1958 in the United States and in 1971 in Wisconsin.  As an SLO, he has gone through extensive training in addition to his officer training to be qualified for this position. 
 
A school issue very well turns into a community issue. The SLO must inform other community officers that a potential exists for a school event to cross over to a community event.
 
The School and SLO have a symbiotic relationship, working together to solve issues.
The SLO officer wears many hats:
 
Police Officer
Counselor
Educator
Friend
 
The SLO officer does not wear a uniform in the school as it makes him more approachable to the students. He does, however, wear a weapon, billy club and can of pepper spray, as there may be an altercation which may require force.
 
There are several SLO Programs.
 
DARE
Junior Police Academy
Wisconsin Wins
Fatal Vision
Every 15 Minutes
Presentations
Crimestopper Quick 50
 

                       has to go through.
 
Junior Police Academy exposes students to techniques and legal issues encountered by Police.
 
Wisconsin Wins is a tobacco compliance program where underage teens are recruited to
approach establishments that sell tobacco products and try to purchase them.
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Fatal Vision and Every 15 minutes are alcohol awareness programs. The Fatal Vision Program is a program which allows students to wear a special pair of goggles and drive a golf cart around an obstacle course to simulate drunk driving. Every 15 Minutes is a life-like rescue operation with many players, including students and parents to simulate a drunk driving car crash where a student dies from his injuries.
 
The Crimestopper program gives $50 to a student who gives an officer a tip about a crime. The student can remain anonymous.  It was a very interesting discussion of this valuable program. Many groups in the communities support this program with financial contributions. Officer Engleman indicated that this position is one of the first programs to be eliminated due to budget cuts as the benefits of the program are often times hard to measure because when there is little crime, it appears as though the program is not needed when in fact it is most likely because of the program that the crime level is low.
 
Officer Engleman, who was a salesman in a former life, asked his superior how he could get in the SLO program soon after he became a police officer- his superior said he was the first to ask about how to get in rather than what he was going to get out of it. Officer Engleman seemed like someone who genuinely cared about kids and this program and felt that it was beneficial to the community.
 
