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Ann Davey is a public defender in Hudson, Wisconsin.  
Drug Court takes people who have had treatment, been in prison and these treatments have not worked.  They work with high-end offenders.  Drug Court uses a lot of resources and should not be used for first offenders.  Buffalo, New York is the home of the best Drug Court in the country.
Generally drug offenders are not violent but are sent to a prison where violence is very prevalent.
In 2002, there were 2,166, 260 people in prison.  67 percent who were released were re-arrested within three years.  Drug Court was developed in answer to this problem.  There are now 15 Drug Courts in Wisconsin and the number continues to grow.
People can be referred to Drug Court.  They have to have a dependency on drugs or alcohol.  Nine people must vote a person into Drug Court.  In return, the sentence may be reduced.  Once Drug Court is completed, the case can be dismissed.
Drug Court works on a sanctions and incentives basis.
There are three phases of Drug Court:
Phase One
Attend weekly Drug Court session.  Complete all assignments as directed by the judge.  Attend all sessions, classes, groups, etc., as directed by the Judge.
Minimum of 30 days of negative drug tests and compliance with the treatment program.

Phase Two

Attend Drug Court sessions every two to three weeks, as directed by the judge.  Complete all assignments as directed by the judge.  Attend all sessions, classes, groups, etc., as directed by the judge.

Minimum of 60 days of negative drug tests and compliance with the treatment program.

Phase Three
Attend monthly Drug Court session. Complete all assignments as directed by the judge.  Attend all sessions, classes, groups, etc., as directed by the judge.
Pay all fees and fines.  Complete treatment plan.  Minimum of 90 days of negative drug tests and compliance with the treatment program.
Before offenders come in for Drug Court, the Team meets to discuss their progress.  Many have relapses.  They are required to attend AA or Drug A meetings, do homework and write an autobiography. They are tested for drugs 3-5 times a week.
They are in Phase One at least 3 months and then make application to Phase Two.  
They must be in Phase Two for 5 months, attend AA Drug A meetings, complete all assignments and petition to go to Phase 3.
Offenders must be in Phase Three for 3 months.
The younger the person is in Drug Court, the less effective it is.
If the offender does not have a job, community service is assigned.  People who pay for treatment get more out of it. 
